Media Release — New app makes it easier to find Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
alcohol treatment services

10 February 2016

The Australian Indigenous Alcohol and Other Drugs Knowledge Centre today launched an Android
version of their free mobile phone app called AODconnect, which will support efforts to reduce
harmful substance use among Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people. The new Android app
provides a national directory of alcohol and other drug (AOD) treatment services for Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander people and can be used by the alcohol and other drug workforce, and the very
wide range of health practitioners working in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander health sector.

Australian Indigenous Health/nfoNet Director, Professor Neil Drew, says ‘Using the app to find AOD
treatment services on a handheld device or tablet out in the field will provide crucial information on
available services, and also save time. Importantly, once the app is downloaded, it will continue to
work even when Internet connection is unreliable or non-existent.’

The new Android version of the AODconnect app (www.aodknowledgecentre.net.au/AODconnect) is
the same as the iOS version launched in 2015, and now makes this valuable tool accessible to that
large section of the workforce who use Android phones and tablets. The app is useful for those
looking for a specific Aboriginal and/or Torres Strait Islander AOD service by state, territory and/or
region through an interactive map of Australia or by alphabetical listing. It has two filter options:
focus ( to identify the main focus of the service: Indigenous, mainstream with Indigenous focus or
mainstream); or treatment categories (counselling and referral, harm reduction and support groups,
outreach, mobile patrols and sobering up, residential rehab, withdrawal management, and young

people).
AODconnect is available free for both Android and iOS devices (iPhones and iPads). Download at:
www.aodknowledgecentre.net.au/AODconnect or Google play and iTunes stores.

Spokesperson: Professor Neil Drew - Health/nfoNet Director

Ph: 08 9370 6155 Mobile: 0418 901 468 Email: n.drew@ecu.edu.au

Media contact: Tara Hoyne Ph: 08 9370 6109 Email: t.hoyne@ecu.edu.au

More information:

The Knowledge Centre provides online access to a comprehensive collection of relevant, evidence-
based, current and culturally appropriate alcohol and other drug (AOD) knowledge-support and
decision-support materials and information that can be used in the prevention, identification and
management of alcohol and other drug use in the Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander population. A
yarning place, a workers and community portal are other key resources. The work of the Knowledge
Centre is supported by a collaborative partnership with the three national alcohol and other drug
research centres (the National Drug Research Institute, the National Centre for Education and
Training on Addiction, and the National Drug and Alcohol Research Centre).
www.aodknowledgecentre.net.au
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